Hepatitis C virus-related lymphoproliferative disorders encompass a broader clinical and morphological spectrum than previously recognized: a clinicopathological study.
We describe a retrospective series of B-cell lymphoproliferative disorders associated with hepatitis C virus infection. In addition to splenic marginal zone lymphoma, follicular lymphoma and diffuse large B-cell lymphoma, all of which showed some specific features, we found two poorly described groups of cases. The first featured disseminated marginal zone lymphoma without splenic marginal zone lymphoma features, defying the current marginal zone lymphoma classification; the other consisted of monoclonal B lymphocytes in the peripheral blood, bone marrow or other tissues, with no clinical or histological evidence of lymphoma, and exhibiting a pattern that requires proper identification in order to avoid the misdiagnosis of the lymphoma. Diagnosis of hepatitis C virus infection-associated lymphoproliferative disorders requires the integration of clinical, pathological and molecular findings to establish an adequate diagnosis and decide the appropriate therapy to be applied.